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President’s Message 


STATE SOCIETIES AND THE WAR EFFORT 


ECAUSE of the stress of the war effort, it became necessary this 
year for the American Dental Association to cancel the meet- 
ings of its scientific sections and the general sessions and to 

limit its activities to basic functions, represented by the duties of the 
House of Delegates and the Board of Trustees and the reports of 
standing and special committees. The wisdom of the decision to post- 
pone the scientific program was so apparent to those assembled in 
St. Louis that the House of Delegates voted to limit the 1942 meet- 
ing to business sessions of the House and attendant official activities. 

A resolution to postpone the 1943 Annual Meeting was passed by 
the House of Delegates at St. Louis. After declaring the reasons for 
such action, the resolution called attention to the dangers of any 
neglect of our scientific interests and urged constituent societies to 
assume the responsibility of continuing the emphasis that they have 
formerly placed on scientific programs. It recommended that inas- 
much as the promotion of scientific knowledge is an important func- 
tion of dental societies, every effort be made by state and local soci- 
eties to continue their scientific meetings, as far as possible. 

For the first time in its history, the American Dental Association 
has been obliged to abandon this vitally important function tempo- 
rarily to the energies of the component societies. It has not assumed 
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this attitude wilfully, but as the only recourse in the circumstances to 
insure the continuation of scientific achievements. 

The constituent societies of the American Dental Association have 
done a magnificent job through the years. They have enthusiastically 
carried on and in a manner that has made possible the remarkable 
success of the parent body. The achievements of the American Den- 
tal Association, of which all of us are justly proud, reflect to a meas- 
urable degree the fine work of the state societies and their officers. 
Recently, the states have recognized the value of a closer cooperation. 
As a consequence, they have assumed full responsibility for the State 
Officers’ Conference begun by the American Dental Association a 
number of years ago as a service to the states. The outstanding suc- 
cess of last winter’s conference, under the leadership of the states, was 
a vigorous testimonial to their ability and desire to advance the use- 
fulness of this activity. The remarkable attendance (three times the 
number expected) at the State Officers’ Breakfast in St. Louis during 
the recent House of Delegates meeting supports the hope of the 
American Dental Association that the state societies, through the 
enthusiasm of their officers, will implement the work of the American 
Dental Association during this terrible conflict by promoting to a 
higher degree of usefulness the scientific features of their programs. 

States will face certain unusual problems in their efforts to carry 
on. Conversion of peacetime activities to a war footing, with the 
resulting dislocations, has altered the situation materially and former 
practices must now be adjusted to the revised order. However, these 
dislocations must be regarded as unavoidable in the circumstances 
and must be surmounted by the ingenuity which our profession every- 
where and at all times has demonstrated. May I remind the state 
officers that now is the time to plan their next regular meeting. At 
this time, when customary procedures are hindered by the over-all 
national effort to win the war, much of dentistry’s future depends on 
local effort. There is no doubt in my mind regarding the response 
of our loyal state memberships to this challenge. 
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WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE 


AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


THe War Service Committee an- 
nounces that the Surgeon General, U. S. 
Army, advises that dental members of 
the medical recruiting boards are being 
withdrawn, and that instructions to that 
effect have been released. The following 
statement bearing on this subject is 
quoted : 

The procurement objective for dental offi- 
cers, Army of the United States, has been 
reached, and the authorized allotment for 
the period ending December 31, 1942, is 
almost filled. The Medical Officers Recruit- 
ing Boards have been given until September 
15, 1942 to process unfinished applications. 
Until further notice, only those whose in- 
duction is imminent will be processed for 
appointment. These applications may be sent 
to the Office of the Surgeon General, Wash- 
ington, D. C., or to the headquarters of the 
respective Service Commands. 

Upon the announcement of new procure- 
ment objectives, Medical Officers Recruiting 
Boards will be notified, and announcement 
will be made in the midmonthly bulletin of 
the American Dental Association. 

The response of the dental profession 
to the call for service in the armed forces 
has been highly satisfactory. This, to- 
gether with the cooperation of the War 
Department in commissioning dentists 
classified in 1 A, or after induction, and 
the call to active duty of all reserve offi- 
cers under the age of 51, has brought 
about a situation whereby the procure- 
ment objectives are being adequately met 
at the present time. Recruiting boards 
are not to procure any more dentists 
until further notice. It is unnecessary and 
unwise for the recruiting boards to con- 
tinue to urge dentists, for patriotic rea- 
sons or otherwise, to apply for commis- 
sions at this time (these efforts can be 
resumed when further expansion of the 
Dental Corps is necessary), as it will per- 
haps prevent from receiving commissions 


dentists who may be ordered for induc- 
tion as privates. It is hoped, however, that 
Selective Service in the future will re- 
frain from inducting any dentists, because 
of the known over-all national shortage 
for military and civilian needs ; but if this 
should occur, owing to a decision of some 
local board, vacancies must be available 
to take care of these individual cases. 
Care must also be exercised, in the com- 
missioning of dentists, not to remove 
those essential to important civilian 
practice, such as in defense areas, indus- 
trial centers, eleemosynary clinics, hos- 
pitals and teaching institutions, and in 
this respect the closest cooperation should 
exist between Procurement and Assign- 
ment State Dental Chairmen and Corps 
Area Committees, and the Selective 
Service Boards. A study of the civilian 
needs, of state quotas, etc., on a national 
scale, is now in progress by the Procure- 
ment and Assignment Service, and, until 
this study is completed, it is believed that 
dentists should be discouraged from leav- 
ing their respective communities, unless 
they have been definitely cleared or 
made available by the Procurement and 
Assignment Service of the state after a 
careful investigation of each case. 

In view of the undeniable need for 
more dentists by the armed forces in the 
future, the increased demand for service 
put upon civilian dentists, occasioned by 
withdrawals from communities, and the 
possible future shifting of dental person- 
nel to defense and industrial areas, it is 
urged that wnless dentists are deferred 
for age, dependency or physical reasons, 
Procurement and Assignment chairmen 
and Selective Service should make every 
effort to retain them in occupational de- 
ferment. It is felt that all agencies should 
cooperate heartily in this logical program 
of utilizing this type of professional man- 
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power to the best interests of public 
health and welfare. Otherwise, the 
program will be ineffectual. 

Further information will be available 
shortly concerning the means by which 
dentists placed in Class 1 A by Selective 


Service can receive commissions in the 
Army Dental Corps. It is hoped that 
conferences now in progress will bring 
this about. 
C. Chairman, 
War Service Committee. 


PROCUREMENT AND ASSIGNMENT SERVICE 


Tue Directing Board of the Procure- 
ment and Assignment Service for Phy- 
sicians, Dentists and Veterinarians has 
formally expressed its appreciation of 
the services rendered by Colonel Sam F. 
Seeley, who has been transferred to mili- 
tary duty. Following is the text of the 
resolution adopted : 

The transfer of Lieutenant Colonel Sam F. 
Seeley from his connection with the Pro- 
curement and Assignment Service to active 
military duty causes a great loss. Colonel 
Seeley, who has acted as executive officer 
since the beginning of this Service, has been 
transferred to military duty, which is in 
keeping with the policy recently adopted by 
the War Department. His training and ex- 
perience with the Medical Corps of the 
Army in his professional capacity amply 
justifies such a step. 

The Directing Board of the Procurement 
and Assignment Service wishes to take this 
opportunity of expressing to the Surgeon 
General of the United States Army its very 
deep appreciation for the valuable service 
which Colonel Seeley has rendered during its 
period of organization and functions. 

The Directing Board expresses to Colonel 


Seeley its deep appreciation for the great 
sacrifice which he has made in dislocating 
himself from actual military duty to serve 
with us in an executive capacity. He has 
been most unselfish, and has given unstint- 
ingly of his time, energy, and patience in 
helping to solve many of the problems con- 
nected with the functioning of the Procure- 
ment and Assignment Service. He has not 
only labored faithfully at our office in Wash- 
ington, but he has traveled over the United 
States contacting many of his professional 
confréres and explaining to them the pur- 
pose for which the Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service was organized. His services 
have been most valuable and have helped to 
take us a long way in accomplishing the 
objectives for which it was created. 

The Directing Board expresses to Colonel 
Seeley its gratitude and thanks for his un- 
selfish devotion to the organization of the 
Procurement and Assignment Service and 
wishes for him the greatest success in his new 
assignment. 

Frank H. Laney, M.D., Chairman 
Harvey B. Stone, M.D. 

Haroxp S. Dieut, M.D. 

James E. Pautuin, M.D. 

C. Witiarp Camauer, D.D.S. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION, 
ST. LOUIS, MO., AUGUST 24-26 


Tue House of Delegates of the Amer- 
ican Dental Association, in lieu of the 
Eighty-Fourth Annual Meeting of the 
Association proper, convened for the 
first time on the new war basis August 
24-26, at St. Louis. The usual associated 
convention attractions were missing as 
the Board of Trustees, the House of 
Delegates and the members of the stand- 
ing committees devoted themselves to 
consideration of important war and busi- 
ness problems during the three-day ses- 
sion. The scientific and general sessions 
of the 1942 Annual Meeting, which was 
originally scheduled for Boston, had been 
cancelled and a business meeting had 
been arranged for centrally located St. 
Louis in an effort to conserve transpor- 
tation facilities needed in the war effort. 
The effectiveness of this action in 
achieving its purpose is borne out by this 
year’s attendance of approximately 500, 
which is in sharp contrast with an aver- 
age attendance of 8,000 in previous years. 

The action of the Association in post- 
poning its annual meeting was given 
warm approval in a letter from Joseph 
B. Eastman, director of the Office of 
Defense Transportation. 


No regular annual meetings will be 
held during the period of restricted trans- 
portation as the House of Delegates 
voted to convene only for business ses- 
sions in that interval. 


FIRST MEETING OF THE HOUSE 
OF DELEGATES 


The first meeting of the House of 
Delegates was convened by the Presi- 
dent, Oren A. Oliver, Monday morning, 
August 24, at the Hotel Statler. After 
the usual preliminaries, the reference 
committees were appointed by the 
President. 


J. Ben Robinson, President Elect, was 
called to the chair while the President 
read the annual address. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


In the annual presidential address, Dr. 
Oliver described and analyzed the activi- 
ties of the Association during the past 
year. He paid tribute to the alertness 
and the general cooperative attitude of 
the profession toward the war activities. 
He said: “Since the beginning of the 
emergency, dentists have been ready and 
willing to go to the limit in cooperating 
with the Government and with the Asso- 
ciation. One can only be more proud of 
his profession and have greater assurance 
that the future is secure when observing 
such a widespread spirit of cooperation.” 

In the course of his address, Dr. Oliver 
made the following recommendations : 

1. Dentists who practice in the coun- 
tries of the Americas, exclusive of the 
United States, should be eligible for 
Pan-American membership in the Amer- 
ican Dental Association. 

2. A council on public relations should 
be created and should consist of the 
chairmen of the Committee on Legisla- 
tion, the Committee on Public Health 
and Education, the National Health 
Program Committee, the director of the 
Bureau of Public Relations and one rep- 
resentative from the National Associa- 
tion of Dental Examiners and the Amer- 
ican Association of Dental Schools. 

3. Each state society should select one 
of its members to cooperate with the 
Relief Fund Committee in the collection 
of relief funds within the state associa- 
tion. 

4. The dues of the local and state 
organizations and the American Dental 
Association of all dentists on foreign 
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duty should be suspended for the dura- 
tion of the war and these dentists should 
be retained as active members with all of 
the privileges of the Association. 

5. Certain changes of wording in those 
sections of the Code of Ethics dealing 
with “patents and perquisites” and “den- 
tal laws and secret remedies” should be 
made. 

6. The publication of the dental di- 
rectory should be postponed until such 
time as more settled conditions prevail, 
but work leading to eventual publication 
should be continued. 

7. The House of Delegates should 
authorize the Committee on History to 
employ an individual capable of com- 
piling a dental history. 

8. A standing committee on constitu- 
tional and administrative by-laws should 
be created. 

Stephen P. Mallett, general chairman 
of the Local Arrangements Committee 
of the postponed Boston meeting, pre- 
sented to the President, Dr. Oliver, a 
gavel of considerable historic interest. 
The head of the gavel is made of wood 
obtained from the Paul Revere House, 
the handle from wood of the Old North 
Church, and there are insets from Old 
Ironsides, the House of Seven Gables, 
the Washington Elm, Plymouth Rock, 
the Old North Church and Faneuil Hall. 
In accepting the gavel, Dr. Oliver said 
that it would become the property of the 
American Dental Association at the end 
of his lifetime. 


SECRETARY'S REPORT 


The General Secretary, Harry B. 
Pinney, reported to the House of Dele- 
gates on the State Officers’ Conference, 
the departmental activities of the Asso- 
ciation and other activities. In regard 
to membership, he reported : 


December 31, 1941 the total paid mem- 
bership for 1941 was 49,276 and this ex- 
ceeded the 1940 membership of the same 
date by 1,530. 

On June 15, 1942, 460 had paid 1941 back 
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dues, which brings the total paid membership 
for the year to 49,736. 

The total membership of the American 
Dental Association for 1941, all classes, was 
52,278, which is 2,109 in excess of the pre- 
vious year. On May 31, 1942 the total paid 
membership was 47,208, as compared with 
44,539 the same time last year. 

The total membership May 31, 1942, all 
classes, was 50,435, which is 3,763 in excess 
of the same date last year. 

The Junior Membership May 31, 1942 
was 3,007, which is 1,022 in excess of the 
membership on the same date in 1941. 

The amount subscribed to the Relief Fund 
from the sale of Christmas Seals on June 22, 
1942 was $28,297.48 as compared with $25,- 
297.71 on June 30, 1941. 

The amount to be distributed to states hav- 
ing met the specified requirements to receive 
funds is $13,179.24. The amount distributed 
last year was $12,035.18. The amount paid 
to needy dentists as of June 22, 1942 was 
$13,391.80, which is $1,517.90 in excess of 
the amount paid the previous year. 


The General Secretary also reported 
that the amount subscribed to the Relief 
Fund from the sale of Christmas seals 
on June 22, 1942, was $28,297.48, as 
compared with $25,297.71 on June 30, 
1941. 

The amount to be distributed to states 
having met the specified requirements 
to receive funds is $13,179.24. The 
amount distributed last year was $12,- 
035.18. The amount paid to needy den- 
tists to June 22, 1942, was $13,391.80, 
which is $1,517.90 in excess of the 
amount paid the previous year. 

New quarters have been acquired for 
the Association, Dr. Pinney reported, 
and these will be available as soon as 
reconditioning can be carried out on the 
new property. 

At the same time that purchase was 
contemplated, it was recognized that 
some reconditioning and remodeling 
would have to be provided for and the 
price paid for the property took this into 
consideration. When this program is 
completed, the Association should have 
workable and adequate quarters to carry 
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on its activities, which now require a per- 
sonnel of forty-eight people. 

The General Secretary also reported 
that the Bureau of Public Relations, of 
which Lon W. Morrey is director, had 
found it necessary to print a second edi- 
tion of “Your Child’s Teeth” consisting 
of 175,000 copies, of which 123,426 have 
been distributed to date. The Bureau is 
also engaged in a comprehensive project 
of developing and revising educational 
material and in carrying out the Associa- 
tion’s publicity program, which has now 
grown to large proportions. The Bureau 
is engaged in developing a new series of 
twenty-four illustrated newspaper articles 
for use by component societies in their 
local newspapers. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


Roscoe H. Volland, Treasurer, pre- 
sented his report to the House of Dele- 
gates, stating that the Association’s in- 
come from all sources exceeds the budget 
estimates for the year and the actual 
income of last year and nearly every in- 
come item contributed to increase this 
total. He also reported that the U. S. 
Savings and Defense Bonds have some 
attractions as investments. It is probable 
that the investment features of this type 
of bond will become more attractive, 
especially if the downward trend of in- 
terest rates continues. Up to the present 
time, the purchaser of these bonds is lim- 
ited to $50,000 in a calendar year. There 
is a definite patriotic consideration in 
buying these bonds and this element will 
probably increase in weight. Seventy- 
five thousand dollars’ worth (par value) 
of these bonds have been placed in the 
Association’s reserves. . . . 

Dr. Volland continued : 


You will recall that at Cleveland, in 1940, 
an unbalanced budget for the year 1940- 
1941 was adopted. Owing to the close 
sequence of the adoption of the increase in 
dues and the consideration of the budget, 
the income in this budget was based on 
$4 membership dues, and the appropriations 


were set up in accordance with supported 
askings. In this budget, appropriations for 
general purposes exceeded estimated income 
by $44,222.00. At this meeting in Cleve- 
land, the dues of the Association were in- 
creased to $6, but so late in the session that 
no attempt was made to readjust the esti- 
mates of income, probably because no one 
cared to hazard a guess as to the effect of 
this rise in dues, especially since this un- 
balanced budget carried an estimate of in- 
come $37,000 greater than that of the pre- 
vious year. Although this increase in dues 
was adopted without a dissenting vote, many 
delegates representing scattered sections of 
the country prophesied that this increase in 
dues would discourage membership in their 
respective districts and therefore result in a 
decrease in the total membership of the 
Association. This seemed a possibility. The 
general confusion and disturbance created by 
the war were becoming more evident at the 
time of the Cleveland meeting, and predic- 
tions of any nature were felt to be exceed- 
ingly difficult. Therefore, all things con- 
sidered, it did not seem feasible to increase 
estimates of income and budget appropria- 
tions, but rather to let the experiences and 
the results of the year’s operation tell the 
story. 

Contrary to all judgments and predictions 
at the time of preparing the budget, nearly 
all income items exhibited increases at the 
close of that year. The outstanding upset 
was in membership. In place of dropping, 
it rose to a new high. 

The year ended with $106,996.97 in excess 
of income over expenses. Of this amount, 
$46,626.11 represented the total of un- 
expended balance of appropriations. Al- 
though the final result was the same, the 
amount constituted a liability until the end 
of the fiscal year. 

This sizable balance of unexpected ap- 
propriations is explained by economies in 
operation, unexpected recoveries and justi- 
fiable delays in initiating new projects and 
carrying forward old ones as planned. In 
line with the nation’s preparedness and war 
efforts, new and unexpected demands came 
upon the Association. In loyalty to our 
country and in the best interest of the pro- 
fession, work was rearranged to meet urgent 
needs. The heavy residues in the appropria- 
tions for the Survey and Card Index and 


the Council on Dental Education are illus- 
trations of adjustments to conditions. It 
seems now that the Association will end the 
current fiscal year with a tidy excess of in- 
come over expenses. Again as in 1940-1941, 
the income from all sources has exceeded 
budget estimates. Membership has reached 
an all-time high. This continuous growth in 
membership during this world upheaval 
seems to be evidence that the many condi- 
tions which have been successfully operating 
for years to maintain and increase the mem- 
bership have been given added weight by a 
growing realization of the many advantages 
to be derived from affiliation with the Asso- 
ciation at this time. It cannot be contro- 
verted that the intimate and far-reaching réle 
which the Association, as such, is playing in 
cooperation with many government agencies 
in the war effort has become a definite factor 
in maintaining and increasing membership. 


First Session BusINEss 


W. H. Sebrell, representing the Nutri- 
tion Division of the Office of Defense, 
Health and Welfare, reviewed the gov- 
ernment’s program of nutrition and en- 
listed support in coordinating this pro- 
gram with dental health programs, both 
locally and nationally. 

The President, Dr. Oliver, then read 
a press release from the Office of Stra- 
tegic Services relative to a mission that 
has been sent to the Near East under the 
sponsorship of the Association. This 
mission will survey the needs of the 
United Nations in regard to dental serv- 
ice. M. Don Clawson, director of dental 
education at Meharry Medical College, 
Nashville, has been named as head of 
the mission. 

The President also read a cablegram 
of felicitations from Hail Best, president 
of the Australian Dental Association, and 
a letter from Paul V. McNutt, Federal 
Security Administrator, commending the 
war work of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation. 


oN DENTAL EpuCcATION 


The Council on Dental Education, 
through M. Webster Prince, of Detroit, 
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reported its activities for the year 1941- 
1942. The enrollment in thirty-nine 
dental schools of the country was re- 
ported along with other information 
compiled for the annual Dental Students’ 
Register. 

A total enrollment was reported in the 
thirty-nine schools of 8,980 students, dis- 
tributed as follows: 8,355 undergrad- 
uates, an increase of 635 over the previ- 
ous year; twenty-two specials; ninety 
graduate students ; 186 postgraduate stu- 
dents ; 327 dental hygienists. 

The predental education of the 8,355 
undergraduates was reported as follows: 
with less than two years of college work, 
eighteen; with two years, 4,183; with 
three years, 1,510; with four years with- 
out a degree, 320; with a bachelor’s de- 
gree, 2,203; with another degree, 121. 
Correspondingly, the predental education 
of the first year class, numbering 2,476, 
stood as follows: with two years of col- 
lege work, 1,162; with three years, 526; 
with four years without a degree, 140; 
with a bachelor’s degree, 626; with an- 
other degree, 22. 

Graduates for the year ending June 
30, 1941, numbering 1,568, were re- 
ported with predental education as fol- 
lows: with less than two years of college 
work, seventy-four ; with two years, 713; 
with three years, 233; with four years 
without a degree, forty-one; with a 
bachelor’s degree, 456; with another de- 
gree, fifty-one. 

The geographic distribution of stu- 
dents showed enrollments from every 
state in the Union, the largest number, 
1,819, being from New York ; the small- 
est, four, from Nevada. 

The Council also reported the publi- 
cation of the brochure “Dentistry as a 
Professional Career,” the activity of the 
Second Congress on Dental Education 
and Licensure, and the acceleration of 
the dental curriculum by thirty-six of 
the nation’s thirty-nine dental schools. 
The Council also announced that it 
would continue with its plan of inspect- 


1 
al 
P 
1 
t 
it 
a 
OT 
se 
m 
de 
re 
d 
fo 
WwW 
C 
P 
in 
to 
tic 
th 
th 
it 
re 
de 
e 
fe 
A. 
th 
in 
st 
h 
He 
be 
thi 
Cc 
th 
a 
W. 
en 
pa 
ing 
de 
me 
the 
the 


ing dental schools seeking its approval. 

The majority of the schools and nearly 
all of the boards felt that the Council’s 
plans should go forward uninterruptedly 
in spite of the emergency. The Council 
therefore proposed going forward with 
its difficult task with the nation at war 
and with nearly all the dental schools 
operating on accelerated schedules. A 
series of blanks calling for detailed docu- 
mentary data were issued before the 
declaration of war and have largely been 
returned. The Council will collate the 
data thus secured and employ it as a basis 
for the inspection of the schools which 
will be begun in September 1942. The 
Council hopes that the care which it 
proposes to take in prosecuting this task 
in a time of emergency may even help 
to sustain the standards of dental educa- 
tion which have been attained through 
the years. The Council also hopes that 
the list of approved dental schools which 
it plans to establish will command the 
respect of other accrediting agencies, of 
dental and college educators, of boards of 
examiners and of the entire dental pro- 
fession. 


CoMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 


The Committee on Legislation, through 
A. B. Patterson, chairman, announced 
that the Traynor Bill to prohibit the 
interstate transportation of dentures con- 
structed in violation of state dental laws 
had been passed unanimously by the 
House of Representatives and was now 
being considered by a subcommittee of 
the Senate Committee on Interstate 
Commerce. Dr. Patterson also reported 
that the committee has supported an 
amendment to the Internal Revenue Act 
which is designed to eliminate the pres- 
ent requirement that an income tax be 
paid on all uncollected accounts remain- 
ing on a dentist’s books at the time of his 
death. The unfairness of this require- 
ment, which was imposed as a result of 
the Supreme Court’s interpretation of 
the. wording of the law, has been recog- 


Mip-MonrTu ty 1745 


nized by the Treasury Department and 
a representative of that department has 
recommended to the House Ways and 
Means Committee that the wording of 
the law be changed to eliminate this 
requirement. 

Another matter concerning the In- 
ternal Revenue Act which has interested 
this committee was the suggestion of the 
Treasury Department that a provision 
be enacted permitting taxpayers to de- 
duct unusual medical expenses before 
computing the amount of income sub- 
ject to tax. Since dental expenditures 
are often a greater financial burden than 
medical, the committee believed that any 
amendment which is made should spe- 
cifically include expenses for dental care, 
and such a recommendation has been 
made to the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee of Congress. 

The Ways and Means Committee is 
still discussing the various suggested 
taxation amendments and the outcome 
of the two problems just mentioned will 
probably depend in large part on the 
method of taxation which Congress 
decides to adopt. 

At the February meeting of the Board 
of Trustees, the Committee on Legisla- 
tion recommended that the president of 
the Association and members of the 
Committee on Legislation confer with 
the proper officials of the Navy Depart- 
ment and the United States Public 
Health Service for the purpose of pro- 
posing that the rank of rear-admiral, 
assistant surgeon general, be established 
for the chief of the Navy Dental Corps 
and that a dental division with the rank 
of assistant surgeon general for its chief 
be established in the United States Pub- 
lic Health Service. These two conferences 
were held in April in Washington, one 
with Surgeon General McIntire, the 
other with Surgeon General Parran. Rep- 
resenting the American Dental Associa- 
tion were the President, Dr. Oliver, the 
President-Elect, Dr. Robinson, and the 
Vice-Chairman and Chairman of the 
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Committee on Legislation. The whole 
situation was thoroughly discussed and 
reported in THE JouRNAL. There appears 
to be considerable likelihood that the 
desired changes in these departments will 
be made through legislation entered in 
Congress for this purpose. 

The committee also reported on other 
national and state legislation, including 
data on all bills considered by state 
legislatures in the past year. 


SECOND MEETING OF THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES 


The second session of the House of 
Delegates was held on Monday after- 
noon. The meeting was spent largely in 
receiving reports of special and standing 
committees. 


RELIEF FunpD 


The Relief Fund Committee, through 
Fred R. Adams, secretary, reported an 
increase of $2,550.38 for the first eleven 
months of the current year as compared 
with the 1940-1941 contributions. Forty- 
four state or component societies showed 
increased contributions. The Relief Fund 
Commission, through its chairman, 
Charles P. Grosby, reported that $12,- 
269.80 had been awarded recipients in 
eleven months of the current year, as 
compared with $11,955.20 for the pre- 
ceding twelve months. 


CoMMITTEE ON LIBRARY AND 
INDEXING SERVICE 


John E. Gurley, chairman, reported 
that the Committee on Library and 
Indexing Service was “looking to the 
early publication of the next volume of 


the Dental Index.” He said: “We are 
changing the form of index from the 
Dewey Decimal System of Dr. Black to 
the dictionary type. . . . We are also 
studying the question of the literature to 
be indexed, hoping ultimately to be able 
to include more foreign journals.” 


NATIONAL Boarp oF DENTAL EXAMINERS 
The National Board of Dental Ex- 


THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION 


aminers reported that candidates partici- 
pating in the last two sessions have 
numbered eighty-five, an increase of 
seven over the previous year, making a 
total of 869 candidates to date. 


ComMITTEE ON ECONOMICS 


One of the major undertakings of the 
Committee on Economics during the 
past year has been to conduct a study of 
the economic conditions of the dental 
profession in the United States. This 
study was made in conjunction with the 
United States Department of Com- 
merce. Approximately 16,000 returned 
schedules have been received by the 
committee. The findings of the study 
will be published shortly as a joint re- 
port of the Department of Commerce 
and the Committee on Economics. 

R. M. Walls, chairman, also reported 
that the committee had undertaken a 
study of the rising costs of dental prac- 
tice. To date, 1,347 schedules have been 
received and the first installment of the 
study was published in the September 
issue of THE JOURNAL. 

The secretary of the committee, Mel- 
vin E. Dollar, who is now on full time 
with the Association, is completing a 
study on the distribution of dentists in 
the United States with reference to the 
distribution of the population. The 
tabulations for about twenty-four states 
have been completed. 

The committee has also compiled a 
list of dental facilities available in the 
hospitals of the country and is develop- 
ing a program for dentistry in in- 
dustry. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


The Membership Committee, Paul R. 
Zillman, chairman, reported that paid 
membership to date is about 3,000 ahead 
of last year, and, according to all indi- 
cations, the committee will achieve its 
goal of 55,000 members in 1942. The 
committee also reported that 5,817 mem- 
bers are serving in the armed forces and 
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that junior membership has reached a 
new high level. 


RESEARCH ComMISSION 


M. D. Huff, chairman of the Research 
Commission, reported to the House of 
Delegates that war conditions had altered 
the programs of research established by 
the Research Commission. Owing to the 
increase in defense work at the National 
Bureau of Standards, it has been neces- 
sary to curtail the research program 
there. Because of the war situation, the 
fellowship in dental diseases at the Na- 
tional Institute of Health has become of 
increasing importance and it will be 
necessary to employ additional personnel 
during the coming year. 

The commission announced that the 
staff of the Research Fellowship at the 
National Bureau of Standards would 
continue the testing of materials on the 
Lists of Certified Materials to insure 
their continued high quality—for the 
duration of the emergency. The Com- 
mission reported that the facilities of the 
dental laboratories of the National Bu- 
reau of Standards and of the American 
Dental Association Fellowship have been 
made available to the Dental Materials 
Committee of the A.D.A. and the War 
Production Board for consultation on 
problems currently arising from shortages 
of certain materials. The question of the 
suitability of substitutes offered for prod- 
ucts containing materials of which the 
supply is restricted has already arisen and 
the advice of the Bureau has been sought. 
One of the phases of the work of the 
A.D.A. Research Fellowship for the 
coming year will be the investigation of 
other substitute materials as the need 
for them occurs. 


CommMITTEE ON History 


W. Harry Archer, chairman of the 
Committee on History, reported that a 
tentative outline for the guidance of 
dental historians in the states had been 
completed. A list of state historians and 
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a roster of members who have written 
articles of a historical nature are also 
being compiled by the committee. 


CoMMITTEE ON NATIONAL MusEuM 
AND DENTAL REGISTRY 


The Committee on National Museum 
and Dental Registry, through Henry A. 
Swanson, chairman, reported that there 
are 3,261 cases in the registry files, an 
increase of 630 cases during the past 
year. The committee also announced a 
second edition of the “Atlas of Dental 
and Oral Pathology” and the continua- 
tion of the state board booklet project. 


CoMMITTEE ON NOMENCLATURE 


The Committee on Nomenclature, 
Maynard K. Hine, chairman, reported 
on the standard usage of terms in perio- 
dontology and bacteriology, urging such 
usage by dental writers and editors. 


CoMMITTEE ON DENTAL PREPAREDNESS 


The Committee on Dental Prepared- 
ness, of which C. Willard Camalier is 
chairman, presented information to the 
House of Delegates on current dental 
problems connected with the war. As a 
preliminary to the meeting of the House 
of Delegates, the committee had ar- 
ranged a special meeting at which Brig. 
Gen. Robert H. Mills, chief of the dental 
division of the army, Col. Sam F. Seeley, 
executive officer of the Procurement and 
Assignment Service, Com. C. Raymond 
Wells and Maj. Louis H. Renfrow, of 
the National Selective Service System, 
were speakers. Many of the problems 
discussed at this meeting have been the 
subjects of bulletins sent out by the 
committee. 

In addressing the preliminary meeting, 
Dr. Camalier emphasized three ways in 
which every dentist could make an in- 
dividual contribution to the war effort: 
(1) all licensed dentists should enroll 
with the Procurement and Assignment 
Service by filling out the questionnaire 
on professional qualifications ; (2) assist- 
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ance should be given to the state chair- 
man of the Procurement and Assignment 
Service in determining the availability of 
the individual dentists in a given com- 
munity, and (3) steps should be taken 
to see that rapidly growing communities 
and those with large number of industrial 
workers are provided with adequate den- 
tal service. He also added that present 
plans include the development of a quota 
of dentists for each state. When this 
quota is obtained, it is likely that recruit- 
ing in that state will cease in order to 
prevent undue dislocation of dentists 
essential for civilian service. 

Colonel Seeley, executive officer of the 
Procurement and Assignment Service, 
also addressed the meeting. He stated 
that army commissions are now available 
for dentists up to the age of 44 and that 
all men under that age should apply 
for commissions whether in Class 1 A or 
not. He also stated that the practice of 
granting commissions to dentists who 
have already been called for inductions 
will soon cease. As a penalty for delay, 
the dentist will then be inducted as a 
private, after which he can apply for a 
commission. 

Colonel Seeley also indicated that all 
dental reserve officers, with a few excep- 
tions, have now been called for active 
service. Dentists in that classification who 
have not yet been called were asked to 
communicate with the Surgeon General. 
No resignations from the dental reserve, 
he said, have been accepted since June 
go, and dental teachers now holding 
commissions will be called for active 
duty. 

More than 63,000 questionnaires have 
been returned by the dentists of the 
country to the Procurement and Assign- 
ment Service, Colonel Seeley indicated. 
These questionnaires are now being 
classified. As requests for dental person- 
nel came from the Surgeon General, 
those who signified army service as first 
choice were called. This procedure will 
be followed until other groups indicating 


army service as second, third and fourth 
choice have been exhausted. Additional 
dental personnel will then be recruited 
from those who did not name the army 
in their list of choices. 

All dentists under 37 were urged to 
apply immediately for commissions in 
the armed forces by Colonel Seeley, 
who also addressed a special session of 
the House of Delegates on Wednesday. 
He declared that of America’s total 
number of dentists under 45, every male 
who is physically qualified for military 
service must consider himself in the serv- 
ice of his country, either in a military or 
a civilian capacity. Those engaged in 
civil or industrial capacities must be 
designated as essential by their respec- 
tive state chairmen representing dentists 
for the Procurement and Assignment 
Service or otherwise be prepared to enter 
the military service on call. For the pres- 
ent, there is sufficient need by the army 
and the navy to warrant stating that 
every professionally and physically quali- 
fied dentist under the age of 37 who is 
not for the moment necessary in a civil 
capacity should immediately apply for a 
commission. 

Brig. Gen. Robert H. Mills, chief of 
the dental division of the United States 
Army, also addressed the House of Dele- 
gates at the special session. [Brigadier 
General Mills’ address is published in 
full in the present issue.—Eprror. ] 

In reporting to the House of Delegates, 
the Committee on Dental Preparedness, 
through C. Willard Camalier, chairman, 
stated that 10 per cent of the nation’s 
75,000 dentists were already on active 
duty with the armed forces. Dr. 
Camalier declared that if the armed 
forces are increased to 6,000,000 men, 
dentists in the 37 to 44 age group will 
have to be called upon to complete the 
contingent of 13,700 dentists needed for 
such a force. He also said: 

“In disclosing the number of our pro- 
fession who are now on active service, I 
may also say that dentistry is at the pres- 
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ent time fulfilling the needs of the armed 
forces, and there is every indication that 
we will not be found lacking as the needs 
increase.” 

The Committee on Dental Prepared- 
ness also presented a report to the House 
based on its study of dental military 
quotas and age analysis of dentists. This 
study, made under the direction of 
Gerald D. Timmons, secretary of the 
committee, revealed that 52 per cent, or 
39,000 dentists, are over 45 years of age; 
that 20 per cent, or 15,000 dentists, are 
in the 37 to 44 age group and that ap- 
proximately 18.6 per cent, or 14,000 
dentists, are under 37 years of age. 

From the study of quotas, it may be 
seen that it has been estimated that 13,- 
700 dentists will be needed to man an 
armed force of 6,000,000 men. It has 
been estimated that 80 per cent, or 11,- 
200, of the men in the age group under 
37 can meet the present relaxed physical 
requirements. This, then, clearly demon- 
strates that if the needs of the armed 
forces are to be met, it will be necessary 
to commission dentists in the 37-44 age 
group, but since there are 15,000 den- 
tists in this group, it appears that the 
needs can be met without going beyond 
the age of 44. 

The Committee also reported on the 
many problems that it has been consider- 
ing in connection with various war pro- 
jects. 

The question of tire and tube ration- 
ing, gasoline rationing and the purchase 
of new automobiles for dentists under the 
present emergency was dropped into the 
lap of the committee, which has given 
these items as careful attention as pos- 
sible. Unfortunately, in the original draft 
of the regulations pertaining to the 
rationing of gasoline, dentists were not 
included, while others considered as less 
entitled to gasoline were included. These 
regulations were drawn without consulta- 
tion with any of the professions as far as 
this committee knows, but immediately 
upon their issuance, vigorous personal 
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and written protests were made to the 
fuel rationing officials in Washington. 
However, the time was so short between 
the issuance of the regulations and the 
registration of the appropriate coupon 
books, that it was apparently impossible 
to make last minute changes and much 
confusion resulted. Many dentists ob- 
tained X cards, but the vast majority of 
them requested and received B cards, 
in accordance with their estimated mile- 
age. Conference and written briefs on 
gasoline were submitted to the fuel ra- 
tioning board and, at this writing, assur- 
ances have been given that the dental 
profession will be satisfied under the new 
regulations in that it will not be dis- 
criminated against, but put on a par with 
the other professions. 

With special reference to the regula- 
tions regarding tires and tubes, ap- 
parently shortsighted governmental agen- 
cies did not include dentists in the 
original regulations and under those 
issued as of February 19, 1942, some 
classes of individuals included in the first 
regulations, were eliminated. The details 
of these regulations may be found in the 
June mid-monthly issue of THe Journat. 
A comprehensive brief has been prepared 
and filed, setting forth the reasons for 
including dentists under the tire and 
tube regulations, and it is hoped that 
some results may be obtained. However, 
the Committee feels that the profession is 
fully aware of the fact that there is a 
real rubber shortage and it is a question 
whether the available supply will be 
sufficient to enlarge the classifications of 
those on the preferred list. 

As regards the purchase of new auto-' 
mobiles, the committee is looking into 
this question thoroughly, but would be 
inclined to feel that a dentist, like any- 
one else, should use his present automo- 
bile as long as it is possible for him to do 
so. These three latter items have been 
especially vexatious to the committee, 
owing undoubtedly to misunderstandings 
in regard to the regulations and to the 


fact that the scarcity of gasoline, rubber 
and automobiles strikes definitely at the 
convenience, and, in many instances, the 
real need of some members of the dental 
profession. However, they have been at- 
tacked from the viewpoint not only of 
the profession, but also of the war activi- 
ties of the United States Government, to 
the end that it is hoped equitable solu- 
tions may be found. 


Horace WELLS CENTENARY COMMITTEE 


The Horace Wells Centenary Com- 
mittee, a special committee, under E. 
M. Clifford, chairman, reported that 
planning would continue for a program 
in honor of the one-hundredth anniver- 
sary of the discovery and demonstration 
of the principle of anesthesia. The com- 
mittee suggested that a one-day meeting 
be held on either December 9 or De- 
cember 11, 1944, in Hartford, Conn. 


New BusInEss 


Willard Ogle, of Dallas, Texas, pre- 
sented the following amendment for the 
consideration of the House of Delegates. 

No member of the Board of Trustees shall 
be eligible to become a candidate for an 
elective office until after the expiration of 
his term as Trustee. 

The amendment will be considered at 
the next annual meeting. 


NATIONAL Boarp OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 


Robert L. Gillis, on behalf of the Na- 
tional Board of Dental Examiners, pre- 
sented an amendment increasing the 
representation of the three component 


organizations of the Board to seven mem- 
bers each. 


NATIONAL HEALTH PRoGRAM 
CoMMITTEE 


The National Health Program Com- 
mittee, Leroy M. S. Miner, chairman, 
after reporting on routine activities pre- 
sented its caries control: program. The 
committee asked that the American 
Dental Association develop a dental 
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caries control program, as contrasted 
with mouth hygiene, which is developed 
largely around the toothbrush and a 
dentifrice, both of which are, if used at 
all, used very ineffectively and the em- 
ployment of which in the hands of 
American people certainly has not led 
to any reduction in the incidence of 
dental caries. 

This control program should be an 
all-out one, involving gradually changing 
mouth hygiene councils and similar or- 
ganizations into societies for the control 
of dental caries. This is an entirely 
logical step to take, for we do know some- 
thing about the control of dental caries, 
even though we do not know its causes. 
Moreover we have a good precedent, for 
societies for cancer control are working 
effectively on a national health basis, 
even though the cause of cancer is as 
yet unknown. 

A dental caries control program is a 
broad approach to the problem and in- 
volves the following considerations : 

A. Early and Frequent Examination 
and Operative Interference by the Den- 
tist.—If 50 per cent of dental caries oc- 
curs in the pits and fissures of occlusal 
surfaces of bicuspids and molars, early 
and frequent inspection and treatment of 
these and other potential carious areas 
should do much to contribute to a con- 
trol program. 

B. Nutrition—Nutrition is important 
in a control program from two points 
of view: (1) local; that is, the relation 
of the carbohydrate components of the 
diet to sugar formation and retention, 
and to Lactobacillus acidophilus and 
other acid-producing micro-organisms ; 
(2) systemic. It is no longer believed 
that a diet sufficiently high in calcifying 
elements and in vitamins operates to 
retard the progress of caries of the dentin, 
and in some cases causes its complete 
arrest. These two points connected with 
the diet of American people bring into 
existence questions regarding the cost and 
availability of essential components of 
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the diet. Furthermore, they seem to 
point to the fact that the food distributor 
as well as the facts which condition the 
food habits of American people must 
receive consideration in any plan for 
caries control. The dentist has been 
criticized for the existing incidence of 
dental disease in the United States, but 
it is probable that he is no more to blame 
than are people in the fields of nutrition 
and food production and distribution. 
Consideration here also might be given 
to the fact that, under the O.E.M., com- 
mittees are at work studying ways 
and means for promoting better nutri- 
tion in the United States, and also 
bringing about a change in food 
habits. 

C. Mouth Hygiene.—Knighton, Van 
Huysen and others have shown that the 
toothbrush is not an effective instrument 
in mouth hygiene, and that something 
else is needed to promote mouth clean- 
liness. It should be shown that if brush- 
ing is to be done, it should be done im- 
mediately after eating, or if any mouth 
hygiene care is to be given, it should be 
given immediately after a meal. It is 
probable that if patients can be taught 
that in the control of dental caries a 
reduction in the carbohydrate intake is 
necessary, as is also an adequate calcify- 
ing diet, toothbrushing would be bene- 
ficial largely from a social or cosmetic 
point of view. 

Changing the food habits of a nation 
is not easily or quickly accomplished, so 
an adequate mouth hygiene program will 
have to be a part of any caries control 
project. 

D. Educational Data.—American peo- 
ple should be told frankly and openly 
that we do not know the cause of dental 
caries any more than we know the cause 
of cancer. We should point out to them 
that we do know how to control] dental 
caries. Furthermore, we should an- 
nounce the various points involved in a 
control program, and point out that the 
traditional approach by way of the tooth- 


brush and the dentifrice is not adequate. 
We should point out to them that they 
should make early and frequent visits 
to the dentist, and that they should do 
everything possible to secure adequate 
diets for themselves and for their chil- 
dren. 

With a control program, we should in 
five years have made considerable pro- 
gress in reducing the incidence of dental 
caries in the United States, and in ten 
years the program should, in the light 
of our modern means of communication, 
have lent itself to a substantial reduction 
in the incidence of this widespread condi- 
tion. To carry out a program of this 
type, it would be necessary to carry out a 
broad and intensified educational pro- 
gram, showing our relationship to the 
nutritionists, the food distributors, the 
social workers and others, pointing out 
that the dentist cannot do the job alone, 
and that he should not be held mainly 
responsible for any failure of the program 
to operate effectively. It might be neces- 
sary to enlighten the social worker and 
the social economist on this whole propo- 
sition, and thus clear up much of the 
misunderstanding which now exists re- 
garding the position of the dentist in this 
whole picture. 

In discussion of this program, the com- 
mittee expressed the opinion that the 
present high incidence of caries is due 
largely to (a) lack of dental care, which 
is due not only to lack of funds or lack 
of availability of service, but to indiffer- 
ence and carelessness as well; (b) mal- 
nutrition of varying degrees, including 
mineral and vitamin lack; (c) lack of 
adequate mouth hygiene; (d) ignorance, 
and (e) lack of funds. The control pro- 
gram, to be effective, would seek to at- 
tack all these conditions and reduce their 
influence to a minimum. 

The caries control program was sub- 
sequently approved by the House of 
Delegates and placed under the direction 
of the newly created Council on Dental 
Health. 


CommITTEE ON Pusiic HEALTH 
AND EDUCATION 

The Committee on Public Health and 
Education, through Frank C. Cady, 
chairman, reported its recommendations 
on dental health newspaper articles and 
on block advertising. It was recom- 
mended that newspaper articles on dental 
health carry the byline of the health 
department or other legitimate health 
or welfare organizations and not that of 
the dental society; with the comment 
that block newspaper advertising is an 
ineffectual method of education and can 
be misinterpreted by the public as a 
means for increasing dental practice. 
The recommendation, with the com- 
ment, was subsequently approved by the 
House of Delegates. 

The committee also reported on new 
educational material that it is develop- 
ing and relationships that it had main- 
tained with national organizations dur- 
ing the past year. 


CounciL ON DENTAL THERAPEUTICS 


The Council on Dental Therapeutics, 
of which Harold S. Smith is chairman, 
reported on its routine activities and 
recommended that authority be given to 
increase the membership of the council 
from ten to twelve members and that 
official action be taken to add to the 
council’s scope consideration of physical 
apparatus and devices. 

It was also announced during the St. 
Louis meeting that Harold L. Hansen, 
secretary of the Council, had resigned 
that position. 


Pan-AMERICAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 


An interchange of professional infor- 
mation is bringing about a closer relation- 
ship between the dentists of the United 
States and those of the Latin-American 
countries. This was reported to the 
House of Delegates by Daniel F. Lynch, 
chairman of the Pan-American Relations 
Committee. These efforts to contribute 
to inter-American good will are receiv- 
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ing the full cooperation of the Division of 
Cultural Relations of the Department of 
State, the coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs, the Pan-American Union and 
the Pan-American Sanitary Bureau. 

Plans for the coming year include 
furnishing by the American Dental Asso- 
ciation of the best technical and scientific 
motion pictures for distribution and 
study in all Latin-American countries. 
The Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs has allocated $10,000 to assist in the 
work. A number of scholarships are also 
being made available for postgraduate 
work of Latin-American dentists in the 
dental schools of this country. 

Stanley D. Tylman, member of the 
faculty of the University of Illinois, Col- 
lege of Dentistry, will tour South Amer- 
ica as a representative of the American 
Dental Association during September 
and October of this year. 


THIRD MEETING OF THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES 


The third session of the House of Dele- 
gates was convened on Tuesday after- 
noon by the President, Dr. Oliver. After 
routine business, the House of Delegates 
adopted the following amendments, pre- 
sented by C. E. Peterson, chairman of 
the Reference Committee on Amend- 
ments to the Constitutional and Admin- 
istrative By-Laws. 


New Councit on DenTAL HEALTH 


The Council on Dental Health shall be a 
standing committee and shall consist of nine 
members nominated by the Board of Trustees 
and elected by the House of Delegates. 

The duties of the Council on Dental 
Health shall be: 

1. To study the need and develop plans 
and programs for the provision of more ade- 
quate dental care for the public and to study 
and make recommendations concerning any 
other plans or programs: developed to pro- 
mote the dental health of the public. 

2. To assist constituent and component 
societies in the development of dental health 
policies and programs within their jurisdic- 
tion. 
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3. To establish and maintain relations 
with agencies interested in programs for 
dental health. 

4. To supervise the activities of the Bureau 
of Public Relations and to make recom- 
mendations concerning the work of this 
bureau to the Board of Trustees. 

5. To correlate its activities with those of 
the other standing committees of the Amer- 
ican Dental Association when situations of 
common concern arise. 

The creation of the Council on Den- 
tal Health necessitated a merger of the 
Committee on Public Health and Edu- 
cation and the National Health Pro- 
gram Committee, an action approved by 
vote of both committees. 

The House of Delegates also voted to 
approve amendments granting Pan- 
American membership to all dentists 
practicing in the countries of the Amer- 
icas, exclusive of the United States, its 
territorial and insular possessions, pro- 
vided they are members in good standing 
in their respective national dental so- 
cieties. 

An amendment creating a standing 
committee on Constitutional and Ad- 
ministrative By-Laws was also adopted. 
Another amendment, substituting the 
words “life member” for “affiliated mem- 
ber” also won the approval of the House 
of Delegates. 

The balance of the session was devoted 
to receiving the reports of the various 
reference committees and to the presenta- 
tion of the annual budget. 


FOURTH MEETING OF THE 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
The final session of the House of Dele- 
gates opened on Wednesday afternoon 
with the election of Officers.and Trustees. 


BuDGET 
The House of Delegates approved a 
budget for the fiscal year of $442,435.94. 
In addition, it approved a special budget 


of $12,000 for the inspection of dental 
schools by the Council on Dental Educa- 
tion. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 


C. Raymond Wells, of Washington, 
D. C., was named President Elect by the 
House of Delegates in a unanimous vote. 
Commander Wells, who is chief dental 
officer of the Selective Service System, 
entered the Naval Corps in 1918 im- 
mediately after his graduation from 
Northwestern University Dental School. 
In 1925, he resigned his commission to 
enter private practice in Brooklyn, N. 
Y. He returned to active duty May 20, 
1941. He has served as president of the 
second District Dental Society of New 
York, as vice-president of the New York 
State Dental Society and as chairman of 
the Judicial Council of the American 
Dental Association. 

Stephen P. Mallett, of Boston, Mass., 
who was chairman of the General Ar- 
rangements Committee for the postponed 
meeting, was elected First Vice President. 
Other officers elected were: E. L. 
Thompson, Daytona Beach, Fla., Second 
Vice President; R. L. Christy, Denver, 
Colo., Third Vice President, and: Roscoe 
H. Volland, Iowa City, lowa, Treasurer. 

Four trustees were named to succeed 
themselves: Harvey D. Burkhart, Ro- 
chester, N. Y., Second District; Fred J. 
Wolfe, New Orleans, La., Twelfth Dis- 
trict; Russell A. Sand, Fargo, N. D., 
Eleventh District, and David W. Mc- 
Lean, Los Angeles, Calif., Thirteenth 
District. Only in the Eleventh District 
was there a contest and Russell A. Sand 
was named by the House of Delegates 
after receiving the majority support of 
the delegates of his district. At the close 
of the meeting Oren A. Oliver yielded 
the gavel to J. Ben Robinson, of Balti- 
more, who will preside over the American 
Dental Association for the coming year. 
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DENTISTRY AND THE WAR 


By BricapIeR GENERAL Rosert H. Dental Corps, U. S. Army, 
Washington, D. C. 


DenTIsTRY’s part in the Army’s war 
effort is with the Medical Department 
of the Army, of which the Dental Corps 
is a branch. The Medical Department 
has played a distinguished part during 
these first few months of war. Much of 
the glory belongs to the recent advances 
of medicomilitary science, the use of the 
sulpha drugs, the immunizations for 
tetanus and the use of blood plasma. The 
big problem confronting the Medical 
Department concerns the prompt evac- 


uation of the wounded to the medical: 


installations in the rear where definitive 
treatment can be administered. The re- 
cent advances in medical science are of 
no avail if the wounded cannot be 
promptly removed from the scene of 
action and transported to a place of 
safety. Dental officers, since the found- 
ing of the Dental Corps, have partici- 
pated in the primary mission of the 
Medical Department, which is the con- 
servation of man power, the preservation 
of the strength of the fighting forces. 

The Dental Corps, in the zone of the 
interior and in the communication zone, 
furthers this primary mission of the Med- 
ical Department by the practice of den- 
tistry so that the mouth health of the 
troops will be at a maximum and will 
contribute to their general health and 
well-being and permit them to masticate 
the Army ration. However, the dental 
officer in the combat zone must assume 
wider obligations a large part of the 
time and must act as an auxiliary medi- 
cal officer to further the primary mission 
of the Medical Department. 

In the present World. War, dental of- 
ficers have proved, as they did in the first 
World War, that their training in the 
basic sciences and in the principles of 


surgery supplemented with the training 
that they receive in the military service 
makes them valuable as auxiliary medical 
officers in the forward areas. Dental of- 
ficers working with medical officers have 
played a major part in the treatment of 
maxillofacial wounds in all of the mili- 
tary hospitals. 

At the Medical Field Service School, 
Carlisle, Pa., a large part of every class 
is comprised of dental officers, and they 
are given the same course as other Medi- 
cal Department officers in all phases of 
medicomilitary field training. At the 
Army Medical Center, a graduate course 
in maxillofacial surgery is conducted, to 
which medical and dental officers are 
assigned. More dental than medical of- 
ficers have been given this course. Some 
members of the profession have advo- 
cated an autonomous dental corps and 
some of the leading dental journals have 
recently carried editorials in favor of 
such a corps. These well-meaning men 
who suggest this simply do not under- 
stand the functions and problems of the 
Army Dental Corps. The details of these 
functions cannot be discussed in a short 
paper, but I will say that since our work 
in the Army is so closely allied with that 
of the medical officer and our corps is an 
integral part of the Medical Department, 
to separate us would lessen our efficiency 
and handicap us in our attempts to fulfill 
our part of the mission of the Medical 
Department; i.e., the conservation of 
manpower. 

It is the responsibility of the dental 
profession to furnish personnel for the 
Dental Corps of the Army. The re- 
sponse of the profession during this emer- 
gency has been satisfactory. Cooperation 
between the leaders of the civilian pro- 
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fession and the chiefs of the dental 
divisions of the armed services is impera- 
tive at this time. I am happy to say that 
we have that cooperation. The Officers 
of the American Dental Association, the 
Central Office staff of the American 
Dental Association, the committees of 
the American Dental Association and 
the officers and committees of the com- 
ponent societies have all been helpful in 
dentistry’s war effort. The local and 
state procurement chairman and the edi- 
tors of the leading dental journals have 
all been very cooperative. The spirit of 
patriotism shown by men of our profes- 
sion in being willing to make the neces- 
sary sacrifices to meet the demands made 
upon them is at least the equal of that 
of any other group of professional men. 
During the last few months, the demand 
for dentists has been very heavy. Never- 
theless, the needs have been successfully 
met. 

As most of you know, the dental re- 
quirements for induction were lowered 
at the beginning of the year. This placed 
a heavy added burden on the Dental 
Corps. During the last few months, the 
War Department Staff, fully aware of 
the need for adequate dental service, has 
assured us that large enough procure- 
ment objectives would be provided to 
obtain as many dental officers as are 
needed to furnish adequate dental treat- 
ment at the replacement training centers, 
and at all of the camp dental clinics. 
Our profession has responded to this 
great demand. Since April 2 of this year, 
that is in the last four months, more than 
5,000 dentists have forwarded their ap- 
plications for commissions. Of this num- 
ber, 2,878 have been commissioned and 
710 have been disqualified for failure to 
pass the physical examinations or for 
other reasons. The remaining applica- 
tions are now being processed in the of- 
fices of the War Department. Most of 
this great number of dentists voluntarily 
submitted applications. A few were den- 
tists who had been drafted and, upon 


application, they were elevated from the 
ranks. August 1, we had more than 6,000 
dental officers in the Dental Corps, and 
this number is growing every day as the 
Army increases. 

The responsibility of the profession is 
not only to furnish adequate personnel 
for the armed services, but also to main- 
tain satisfactory dental service for the 
civilian population. From the percentage 
of selectees who have been rejected for 
dental defects, one must assume that the 
general public is not now receiving 
proper or full dental care. That being 
the case, it would be an injustice to de- 
prive it of more dentists than are neces- 
sary to render adequate dental service 
to the armed forces. Dentists who are not 
needed in a professional capacity as offi- 
cers in the service should not be drafted 
and taken from their practices and made 
to serve in some other capacity, but 
should be allowed to remain at home and 
render needed professional service in 
their home communities. For this reason, 
our government has set up the Procure- 
ment and Assignment Service under Paul 
V. McNutt, chairman of the Manpower 
Commission. This service applies to phy- 
sicians and dentists alike and is admin- 
istered by men from the profession. It 
has functioned admirably and has been 
a help, not only in securing professional 
men for the armed services, but also in 
preventing civilian communities from 
being drained of professional men. The 
National Headquarters of the Selective 
Service System has also been aware of 
the Army and the civilian needs. Many 
memoranda have been issued by the Na- 
tional Headquarters to state directors 
concerning the classification of dentistry 
as an essential occupation so that all den- 
tists who were not to be used in their 
professional capacity in the armed serv- 
ices would be deferred for occupational 
classification. The National Headquar- 
ters of Selective Service has repeatedly 
stressed the shortage of dentists and has 
taken the necessary action to protect the 
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public from being deprived of dental 
service. It has recently recommendéd to 
the local boards that the same policy of 
a year’s deferment be applied to dental 
interns as is now applied to medical in- 
terns. 

The War Department is now ordering 
practically all Reserve Officers who are 
not over troop-age to active duty. This 
has to be done because the Reserve Corps 
exists chiefly for just such times of emer- 
gency as we are now going through. 
This policy has affected the teaching staff 
of many dental colleges which have re- 
serve officers in key positions on the 
faculty. However, such men are given 
the opportunity to resign their reserve 
commission and to take up with their 
selective service boards their problem of 
deferment, if they are of draft age. Such 
men are essential civilians and as such 
should be exempted from military serv- 
ice. 

The dentist most readily available is 
the recent graduate. Placing the qualified 
recent graduates on active duty im- 
mediately after graduation interferes 
least with the civilian needs and, in some 
instances, is a great financial help to the 
individual. We have done everything 
that we could to obtain these recent 
graduates. Our greatest need is for young 
men to be commissioned as first lieuten- 
ants, and the recent graduate helps to 
meet this need. The War Department 
has authorized commissions as second 
lieutenants in the Medical Administra- 
tive Corps on an inactive status for stu- 
dents in dental colleges. This permits 
the students to finish their education and, 
upon graduation, if they qualify, they are 
commissioned first lieutenants, Dental 
Corps, Army of the United States, and 
are ordered to active duty. Of course, 
the number of recent graduates is not 
sufficient to meet our needs, but they are 
an excellent source of officer material 
and are some help in meeting procure- 
ment objectives. 

In the Army, the dentist is not only a 
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dentist, but also an officer of the Army. 
Some of his duties must necessarily con- 
cern the problems of command and sup- 
ply which go with all Army installations. 
In combat units, the dental officers must 
be able to take part in the general mis- 
sion of the Medical Department—the 
treatment and evacuation of battle cas- 
ualties—for, during actual combat, they 
must put aside their professional dental 
duties to participate in meeting the more 
immediate needs. In this regard, I should 
like to quote directly from a dental re- 
port which we recently received from a 
task force engaged in action in a combat 
area during the present war. This sec- 
tion of the report concerns the duties 
assigned to the dental officers: 

Major A. I., Dental Corps, acting surgeon, 
Provisional Field Artillery Brigade. Major 
G. T. P., Division Dental Surgeon and officer 
in charge of records. Captain F. V. W., Den- 
tal Corps, Company D, clearing, X Medical 
Battalion, additional duty as admission and 
evacuation officer. Captain J. J. H., Dental 
Corps, Company D, clearing Medical Bat- 
talion, additional duty as mess officer. Cap- 
tain G. P. F., Dental Corps, regimental 
dental surgeon, X Infantry, additional duty 
as assistant regimental surgeon. Captain H. 
A. M., X Infantry, action surgeon, 2nd Bat- 
talion, killed in action January 16, 1942. 
Captain D. J. R., Dental Corps, regimental 
dental surgeon, X Infantry, additional duty 
as assistant regimental surgeon. 

At least one of these boys acting as a 
battalion surgeon gave his life while 
participating in the aid and evacuation 
of the wounded in the jungle. None of 
them came out of that campaign. It is 
desirable that the dental officers assume 
these duties, as otherwise there would be 
no need for them to be officers. The 
Army could hire dentists on a contract 
basis if their duties were to be entirely 
limited to professional procedures. This 
was the status of our first Army dentists 
and, as some of you remember, one 
which this Association worked diligently 
for years to have raised. We now have 
equal rank with medical officers, which 
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is justified by our assuming all the duties 
of officers and not limiting our activities 
to strictly dental operations. 

Many of you have probably heard 
complaints from dentists in the service 
about promotion. Our promotions are 
made on the basis of the recommendation 
of the local commander and on pbsition 
vacancies. Unfortunately, in some in- 
stances, qualified officers have been on 
assignments where vacancies for promo- 
tion did not exist. However, on the 
whole, our promotions have been satis- 
factory. 

The need for dental officers has been 
so great that we have had difficulty in 
training the newly commissioned officers 
before their assignment to the units. A 
newly commissioned dental officer with- 
out previous military training or experi- 
ence is of very limited value to the Army, 
even though he may have been an 
experienced and competent dentist in 
civil life. This is particularly true in the 
assignments with tactical units. If we 
can assign the newly commissioned of- 
ficers to the service command clinics, 
they will receive training there in their 
basic military duties, in administration 
and in the customs of the military serv- 
ice. At the present time, we have facili- 
ties at all of our general hospitals and at 
the three Medical Department Replace- 
ment Training Centers for training newly 
commissioned officers. Pools of officers 
in training are maintained at these insti- 
tutions, and assignments to other units 
are made from these pools after the of- 
ficers have had their basic training. At 
the Medical Field Service School, Car- 
lisle, Pa., classes of 500 Medical Depart- 
ment Officers are given basic military 
training every thirty days. Although 
many dental officers are included in these 
classes, all newly commissioned officers 
cannot be sent directly to Carlisle, so we 
must rely on our pools at the Medical 
Department Training Centers and at 
the general hospitals. These short mili- 
tary training courses for the new officers 


include such subjects as field sanitation, 
organization of the Army, administra- 
tion and such general training subjects 
as map and aerial photograph reading, 
litter drill, treatment of gas casualties, 
application of Thomas splints, camou- 
flage and military discipline, which will 
enable a dental officer to take his place 
as a medical department officer and 
auxiliary surgeon when the situation re- 
quires it. Such a situation existed in the 
force that issued the report mentioned 
previously. 

Professional training is also given den- 
tal officers, and prosthetists and oral 
surgeons are given further training and 
permitted to follow their specialties 
whenever circumstances and assignments 
permit. Young officers find invaluable 
professional experience when working in 
the large clinics. No one can work in a 
clinic with fifteen or twenty-five other 
dental officers without broadening * his 
professional knowledge. 

Nearly all of the professional work is 
being done in this country in the large 
established clinics. As most of you know, 
we have three types of dental clinics in 
the new construction program, a twenty- 
five-chair clinic known as a DC-1, a 
fifteen-chair clinic designated as the 
DC-2 and an eight-chair clinic known as 
a DC-3. The size of the station or camp 
dictates the type and number of clinics 
built. A DC-2 type building is con- 
structed as a part of all of our new 
cantonment hospitals of 250 or more 
beds. In addition to this hospital clinic, 
a central dental clinic is located in the 
troop area for each division or station of 
10,000 strength or over; type DC-2 
where the strength is from 10,000 to 
15,000, or type DC-1 where the strength 
exceeds 15,000. The small stations have 
an eight-chair DC-3 type clinic. Many 
of the air force fields are of this size. We 
now have in the United States approxi- 
mately 100 DC-1 type clinics, 150 DC-2 
type clinics and 138 DC-3 type clinics 
either functioning or nearing completion. 
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Training, including both professional 
and military training, is given to officers 
in these central dental clinics. The pro- 
fessional training embraces all phases of 
dental service authorized for military 
personnel. Each clinic is organized with 
a chief clinician, oral surgeon and pros- 
thetist to head the sections of the clinic. 
In addition to the routine professional 
service rendered in the dental clinics of 
station or general hospitals, special train- 
ing in the care of maxillary fractures and 
gunshot wounds of the face and jaws will 
be given. Instruction will also cover the 
necessary administration, supply and 
property accountability, which are the 
usual responsibilities of dental officers in 
the military service. 

The volume of definitive dentistry ac- 
complished in these clinics is growing 
monthly as the number of officers on 
duty increases and the organization of 
the clinics becomes more efficient. During 
May of this year, 461,988 permanent fill- 
ings were placed, 633 fixed bridges in- 
serted and 5,791 dentures constructed. 

In reference to the type of dental 
equipment in use in the Army, we may 
say that there are three standard types : 

1. The base equipment, which con- 
sists of operating units, chairs, cabinets, 
operating lights, sterilizers and all of the 
necessary instruments, small items and 
supplies. This type, which includes mod- 
ern equipment and instruments, is found 
in all of our clinics of which I have just 
spoken. 

2. The regimental dental dispensary 
equipment, which is included in one 
chest and consists of folding field chair, 
foot engine and such necessary instru- 
ments and supplies as are needed for 
ordinary fillings and extractions. This is 
the type of equipment furnished all 
tactical organizations and is for use in 
the field where base equipment is not 
furnished. The unit is very compact and 
complete, the chest fully packed weigh- 
ing only 157 pounds. The amount of 
dental treatment that can be furnished 
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with this equipment is, of course, neces- 
sarily limited. However, it fills a definite 
need. In addition to this equipment, 
each medical battalion has a field dental 
laboratory outfit packed in two chests, 
which contain everything necessary for 
emergency prosthetic work in the field. 
3. Fhe officer’s field kit, which is car- 
ried in a pouch and contains only a few 
hand instruments with which temporary 
fillings can be placed for the relief of 
pain; and forceps, hypodermic syringe 
and needles, carpules and _ sterilizing 
equipment for the necessary emergency 
extractions. The enlisted dental assistant 
carries two pouches, which supplement 
the equipment carried by the officer. 
These pouches, carried by the dental 
officer and his assistant, also contain 
hemostatic forceps, suture needles and 
suture material, a morphine hypodermic 
unit, scalpel, scissors, tissue forceps, 
bandages and adhesive tape for first aid 
treatment of battle casualties and for 
treatment of maxillofacial wounds. 
Almost all dentists are concerned as to 
whether they will be called to military 
duty and if so, when, and whether they 
are eligible for a commission. Rumors 
and misinformation have been published, 
and many of the leaders of the profes- 
sion have been guilty of making mislead- 
ing statements on this subject. I shall be 
perfectly frank with you and make only 
statements that represent the present 
views of the War Department. As the 
military effort increases, the need for 
dental officers will increase and the re- 
quirements will be changed. At the 
present time, we cannot promise any- 
thing to dentists over 45 years of age. 
The medical officer recruiting boards 
were formed to expedite the commission- 
ing of medical officers because of the 
acute shortage of physicians. When the 
need for dental officers increased, a den- 
tal officer was assigned to most of these 
boards. The medical officers recruiting 
boards now have authority to process and 
appoint all qualified dentists not over 
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37 years of age in the grade of first 
lieutenant, Dental Corps, Army of the 
United States, regardless of Selective 
Service classification. The boards make 
a concerted effort to appoint as many 
dentists as possible not over 37 years of 
age. These boards also accept applica- 
tions from qualified dentists between the 
ages of 37 and 45 regardless of Selective 
Service classification, and send these ap- 
plications direct to the Office of the 
Surgeon General to be acted upon. All 
applicants are cleared through the local 
Procurement and Assignment Service if 
possible. In lieu of Procurement and 
Assignment clearance, a statement should 
be inclosed, showing that the applicant 
is engaged in the actual practice of 
ethical dentistry. Our great need is for 
young men, for first lieutenants. We 
have a very able reserve corps and a 
rather large percentage of former Na- 


tional Guard officers in the higher grades. 
The need is for officers to serve with 
tactical units and for officers to work at 
the chair in the large clinics of the service 
commands. Those who have specialized 
will probably be assigned to such duty. 
There are few purely administrative posi- 
tions in the Dental Corps. 

This is a very brief outline of the part 
dentistry is taking in the work of our 
Army. The National Research Council 
and the Surgeon General’s Office are now 
collecting material for a history of the 
Medical Department in this war. The 
history of dentistry in the war will be rep- 
resented in one volume. I have talked 
about this history with Dr. Oliver and Dr. 
Robinson because I think it is the respon- 
sibility of the dental profession to see that 
a complete history of dentistry during this 
war is written. I am sure that its record 
will be one of which we will all be proud. 


BUREAU OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 


“HOLD THAT LINE” 
A NEW SLIDE FILM DENTAL LECTURE 


Durinc the month of September, the 
Zurich Insurance Companies are intro- 
ducing to the industrial world a dental 
health slide film talkie entitled “Hold 
That Line.” This sound still picture is 
one of a series of electrically tran- 
scribed illustrated health talks which the 
Zurich Companies have incorporated 
in their nation-wide Safety Zone Pro- 
gram. 

The lecture has been reviewed by the 
Committee on Public Health and Edu- 
cation of the American Dental Associa- 
tion and the Zurich Companies have 
been given permission to use the follow- 
ing statement: “Statements in this lec- 
ture have been accepted by the Com- 
mittee on Public Health and Education 


of the American Dental Association.” 
Much of the film’s technical content has 
been reproduced from the American 
Dental Association’s Bureau of Public 
Relations’ educational material. 

“Hold That Line” is a sixteen-minute 
slide film dental talkie. It is based upon 
the fact that every tooth is essential and 
that lost teeth should be replaced so that 
the mouth can function properly. A hu- 
man interest story woven into the script 
revolves around an ex-football star who 
now holds a position in the war produc- 
tion line. 

The ‘Zurich Safety Zone Program is 
said to be the most complete of its kind. 
It is operated for and by plant employes. 
In addition to the new monthly slide lec- 
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tures, the program includes appropriate 
posters, pamphlets and other literature 
on the particular health subject featured 
each month. Dental health is featured 
for September, and “Hold That Line” 
should contribute much toward a better 


| 


Fig. 1—An All-American Tackle learns how 
to “Hold That Line.” 


Fig. 2.—No substitutes needed here. 


understanding of mouth health on the 
part of all who have the opportunity to 
see and hear it. 
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The educational value of the Zurich 
Safety Zone Program in war industry 
can be appreciated by this statement 
from Paul V. McNutt, chairman, Fed- 
eral Manpower Commission: “Every 
man who gives his physician a chance to 
prevent his becoming ill, and then does 
his utmost to keep himself well, is strik- 
ing directly at the heart of one of our 
serious production problems. Nine-tenths 
of industrial disability is caused by dis- 
ease and injury not associated with occu- 
pation.” 


Fig. 3.—An “ex” and a future All-American 
Tackle tackle a health problem together. 


During the year, other subjects such as 
tuberculosis, heart disease, cancer, nutri- 
tion, recreation and sanitation are pre- 
sented to thousands of industrial people 
through this educational program. Den- 
tal societies who are interested in seeing 
or presenting “Hold That Line” can do 
so by making arrangements with the 
Zurich Insurance Companies, 135 South 
LaSalle St., Chicago, III. 
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COUNCIL ON DENTAL EDUCATION 


To the Deans of the Dental Schools in 
the United States: 

Tue Council on Dental Education, at 
its recent meeting in St. Louis, con- 
sidered at length the problems arising 
under the accelerated schedules soon to 
be in full operation in all the dental 
schools and also the question of the defer- 
ment of dental students by Selective 
Service. Present returns from the schools 
which received new classes under the 
accelerated plan last May, June or July 
indicate that the total freshman enroll- 
ment by October 15 will be as large or 
larger than the freshman enrollment in 
1941. As the pressure for manpower 
becomes more acute, as it now does day 
by day, it may be more difficult to re- 
cruit the next classes in the accelerated 
program. 

From the very beginning of this move- 
ment, important as it is to keep the total 
enrollment up to if not above the present 
level, the Council, in common with the 
deans and faculties of the schools, has 
hoped that there would be no lessening 
of predental or professional standards for 
the sake of numbers. The Council is 
gratified, therefore, at the evidence it 
already has of the disposition of all the 
schools to enforce its minimum admission 
requirement and to maintain the profes- 
sional course on the level attained before 


the emergency arose. Already, more than 
52 per cent of the students offer pre- 
dental credentials beyond the minimum 
requirement, with about 30 per cent of- 
fering a college degree. 

All bona fide students enrolled in the 
dental schools are in effect in the serv- 
ice of their country preparing themselves 
to serve in a highly essential profession. 
The Council conceives it to be highly im- 
portant, therefore, that all students per- 
mitted to remain in the schools be 
genuinely interested in making dentistry 
a life work and that, under no circum- 
stance, a casual or indifferent student be 
permitted to enter upon dental study 
merely for the time being in order to 
avoid some other type of service. The 
Council is confident that the deans are 
well aware of the necessity of the double 
safeguarding of the entrance gates which 
the times now require and of the obliga- 
tion of each student to carry his work 
with promise of success or give way to 
one who can do so. 

The Council will be happy if in any 
way it can aid the deans and faculties in 
maintaining the complete integrity of the 
enrollment and the objectives and ideals 
universally characterizing dental educa- 
tion before the country was thrust into 
war. 

Hartan H. Horner, Secretary. 


SECTION CHAIRMEN 


At the St. Louis Meeting of the House 
of Delegates of the American Dental 
Association, the chairmen of the various 
Sections were continued in office for 
another year, with the exception of the 


Section on Oral Surgery, Exodontia and 
Anesthesia. 

The new chairman of this Section 
is Dr. George W. Christiansen, Detroit, 
Mich. 
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RESEARCH COMMISSION 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE SUBSTITUTE 
FOR TINFOIL 


Mucu interest has been evinced by 
members of the profession in the substi- 
tute for tinfoil announced in the July 
15 midmonthly issue of THe JOURNAL. 
Further details on the proper method of 
preparation of the necessary solutions 
and the use of these solutions in the proc- 
essing of dentures is now available. The 
following statement has been received 
from the National Bureau of Standards 
and is reproduced in the hope that it will 
furnish information that has been re- 
quested by numerous members of the 
profession since the appearance of the 
original notice. 


PREPARATION OF SOLUTIONS AND PROCEDURE 
FOR APPLYING ALGINATE FILMS TO 
PLASTER SURFACES 


I. Material Required 

a. A low viscosity type of soluble alginate 
such as potassium, sodium or ammonium 
alginate. A suitable material is manufac- 
tured by the Kelco Co., 31 Nassau Street, 
New York, N. Y., and San Diego, Calif., 
and is sold under the trade name of Amoloid 
LV 102. 

b. Trisodium phosphate. This material can 
be purchased from most chemical companies 
and is sold in some grocery stores. 

c. Calcium chloride anhydrous or hy- 
drated; also sold by most chemical com- 
panies. 

II. Preparation of Solutions 

a. The alginate or film-forming solution is 
prepared by dissolving 5 gm. of trisodium 
phosphate and 15 gm. of the alginate in each 
100 cc. of water used. The trisodium phos- 
phate is readily soluble in water. The al- 
ginate goes into solution more slowly and is 
dissolved with greater ease if the solution is 
agitated. This can be done with the aid of 
a small mechanical stirrer. If such equip- 
ment is not available, it is best to allow the 
solution to stand one or more days. This 


time may be shortened if the solution is 
occasionally agitated. 

Note: The trisodium phosphate is added 
to the alginate solution to bring about better 
adhesion of the film to the plaster surface. 
With some plasters, this is not necessary. 
However, in all cases, it improves the tena- 
city with which the film adheres to the 
plaster and should not be omitted. 

b. The calcium chloride or hardening 
solution is prepared by dissolving from 20 to 
50 gm. of anhydrous or hydrated calcium 
chloride in 100 ml. of water. The actual 
concentration is not critical. This solution 
can be used over and over if a small amount 
of calcium chloride is occasionally added to 
the bath. Water may be added when neces- 
sary. 

III. Preparation of Films for Pink Acrylic 
Material 

The alginate solution is best applied by 
painting onto the surface of the plaster. Two 
or more camel’s-hair brushes of various sizes 
are needed for this purpose. Better results 
and less time will be required if the painting 
is done while the flask is hot, immediately 
after removal of the wax. The entire surface 
is painted. After the film surface has ceased 
to be tacky, the flask is immersed in the 
calcium chloride solution for from five to 
ten minutes, after which it is removed and 
rinsed in water. One painting is usually 
ample. However, if a second coat is to be 
applied it must be done before the flask is 
immersed in the hardening bath and should 
be applied as soon as the first coat has 
ceased to be tacky. 

It is essential for best results that none of 
the alginate film be on any portions of the 
teeth that are to be embedded in the resin. 
Any film that gets on the teeth can be 
readily removed after the hardening treat- 
ment with the aid of a sharp instrument, 
such as an explorer. 

Some workers follow the procedure of 
painting the plaster and teeth, removing the 
material from the teeth after the hardening 
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treatment. Such a procedure enables one to 
paint more rapidly, and since the alginate 
film has no tendency to adhere to the teeth, 
it is readily removed. 

The film, when hardened and. dry, will 
have a high gloss, will be insoluble and will 
not adhere to the resin during or after curing, 
and the flask is now ready for the packing. 

One characteristic of the film prepared in 
this manner is that trial packing can be done 
with little danger of injury to the film. The 
customary use of wet cellophane for trial 
packing is recommended, but may be dis- 
pensed with if desired. 

Curing of the resin is done in the usual 
manner. 

IV. Preparation of Films for Clear Acrylic 
Material 

If clear material is to be used in a section 
of the denture, it is essential that a second 
coat of the alginate be applied and that the 
film be thoroughly air dried after the harden- 


ing treatment; otherwise, the clear resin may 
have a milky appearance, which must be 
removed by polishing. In any case, when 
clear material must be used, better results 
will be obtained if the plastic cake type is 
used instead of the powder liquid material. 
V. Procedure for Processing Luxene 
Because of the requirement that luxene be 
packed in a hot mold, some difficulties may 
arise from excessive drying and cracking 
of the alginate film in trial packing. If 
an injector type flask, which does not re- 
quire trial packing, is used, the film works 
well. 
VI. Thickness of Film 
The thickness of the films will vary from 
0.001 to 0.003 inch, depending upon the 
person doing the painting and the number of 
coats applied. 
National Bureau of Standards and American 
Dental Association Cooperative Research 
Washington, D. C. 


COUNCIL ON DENTAL THERAPEUTICS 


DR. HANSEN RESIGNS 


Harotp L. Hansen, for more than 
four years secretary of the Council on 
Dental Therapeutics of the American 
Dental Association, tendered his resigna- 
tion to Harry B. Pinney, Secretary of 
the Association, as of August 31, 1942, 
to accept an executive position with the 
Winthrop Chemical Company at Rens- 
selaer, N. Y. 

Dr. Hansen, over the years, has ren- 
dered capable and loyal service to the 
Association, at all times upholding the 
ideals of the Council on Dental Thera- 
peutics. His services are appreciated by 
the dental profession at large, the Officers 


and Trustees of the Association and the 
cooperating manufacturers of pharma- 
ceuticals. The members of the Council 
extend sincere good wishes to him in his 
new field. 

Donald A. Wallace, who has been with 
the Association as associate chemist 
throughout Dr. Hansen’s tenure of office, 
will carry on as Secretary of the Coun- 
cil. 

Dr. Wallace will receive the fullest 
cooperation of the Council in his new 
post. 

Haro p S. Situ, Chairman, 
Council on Dental Therapeutics 
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DR. TIMMONS NEW DEAN AT TEMPLE 


Dr. Geratp D. Timmons, recently ap- 
pointed dean of Temple University 
School of Dentistry, was formally pre- 
sented to university administrators and 
members of the dental faculty on Thurs- 
day evening, September 10, at a dinner 
given in his honor by the president, Dr. 
Robert L. Johnson, at the Hotel Barclay, 
Philadelphia. 

Among the guests at the head table 
were Dr. J. Ben Robinson, newly elected 
President of the American Dental Asso- 


ciation; Dr. J. L. T. Appleton, dean of 
the University of Pennsylvania Dental 
School; Dr. Reuben E. V. Miller, rep- 
resenting the Pennsylvania State Dental 
Board, and other prominent figures in the 
profession. 

Dr. Timmons resigned as Executive 
Secretary of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation Jast August to accept the dean- 
ship at the School of Dentistry of Temple 
University, where he assumed his new 
duties on September 1. 


AMERICAN BOARD 


Tue American Board of Orthodontics 
at its meeting in New Orleans, 1942, 
granted certificates to the following: 
Charles S. Adelstein, Cleveland, Ohio 
Walter R. Bedell, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Reuben L. Blake, San Francisco, Calif. 
James Hilliard Hicks, Detroit, Mich. 
Brooks Juett, Lexington, Ky. 


OF ORTHODONTICS 


Harold J. Noyes, Chicago, III. 
C. T. Rowland, San Antonio, Texas 
William S. Singer, New York, N. Y. 
BERNARD G. DEVRIES, 
Secretary, 
Medical Arts Bldg., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


RESEARCH ASSISTANT 


AN appointment as research assistant 
in the College of Dentistry of the Uni- 
versity of California is now open to in- 
terested and qualified applicants. 

This appointment offers unusual op- 
portunity to develop a background in the 
field of research under the direction and 
guidance of men experienced in this 
phase of dental education activity. The 
work is carried on in the division of den- 
tal medicine in the college of dentistry. 
Excellent facilities are available. There 
is ample opportunity for contact with 


other divisions in the dental school, as 
well as the Hooper Foundation for Medi- 
cal Research, the medical school and the 
college of pharmacy. The salary is $1500 
a year. 

Application blanks can be obtained by 
writing to 

C. Fiemine, Dean, 
College of Dentistry, 
University of California, 
Medical Center, 
San Francisco, Calif. 
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RESOLUTION ON “THE EXPERT” 


A RESOLUTION prepared by the officers 
of the Chicago Dental Society regarding 
the book known as “The Expert” was 
submitted to the House of Delegates 
through the Board of Trustees. The 
resolution was as follows : 

“Resolved by the House of Delegates 
of the American Dental Association in 
regular session in the City of St. Louis, 
Missouri, this 25th day of August, 1942, 
that immediate steps be taken to enforce 
the ruling of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation with respect to listings in “The 
Expert” and to facilitate such enforce- 
ment that the secretary of each com- 
ponent society be sent a copy of the 
official ruling of the American Dental 
Association with respect thereto, and be 
it further 

“Resolved that as of and from this 


date the Secretary of the American Den- 
tal Association be directed to furnish the 
secretaries of all constituent societies 
and the Editor of the JouRNAL OF THE 
AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION copies 
of all official rulings affecting the con- 
duct of the Association’s members, and 
the Editor be directed to publish such 
official rulings in the issue of the Jour- 
NAL OF THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIA- 
TION immediately following their issu- 
ance.” 

This resolution was adopted by the 
House of Delegates. 

(“The Expert” is a book issued by a di- 
rectory publishing concern which con- 
tains a selected list of practitioners in 
the medical and dental professions. 
—Ep. | 


NEW ORLEANS DENTISTS HONOR DR. C. VICTOR VIGNES 


Dentists of New Orleans paid tribute 
to C. Victor Vignes in recognition of his 
fifty years of service to dental education 
and the dental profession. The occasion 
was a formal dinner, held on July 21 at the 
St. Charles Hotel, sponsored by the New 
Orleans Dental Association and the 
Loyola University Alumni Association. 
Arrangements were in charge of A. C. 
Broussard. 

Dr. Vignes entered the fraternity 
through the Supreme Chapter of Delta 
Sigma Delta meeting in Chicago in 1902. 


In the intervening four decades, he has 
taken an active part in fraternal and pro- 
fessional affairs. 

He is dean emeritus of the Loyola 
University, School of Dentistry, having 
served that institution as dean for many 
years. 

Members and officers of the fraternity 
also extend to Dr. Vignes their hearty 
congratulations on the achievement of 
such a long record of service to dentistry 
and to the fraternity—Desmos, August 


1942. 


DR. HAROLD HILLENBRAND, ASSISTANT EDITOR 


We are pleased to announce that be- 
ginning with the Mid-Monthly issue for 


October 15, Dr. Harold Hillenbrand, of 


Chicago, will be associated with the edi- 
torial activities of THe JouRNAL as As- 
sistant Editor of the Mid-Monthly issue. 


Keep the Flag Flying! 
“We can, we wili, we must.”—President Roosevelt. 


Never before in all our glorious history has the flag of 

our nation been in such dire peril as it is today. Nor 

has there ever been a time when the Stars and Stripes 

flew so proudly over so many battle fronts in all the 

far corners of the world. . . . More than evér, it is a 
symbol to millions of people in lands that tremble under the tread 
of the oppressor’s heel that freedom is still worth fighting for. . . 
worth dying for . . . worth paying for. 


True, all of us cannot take up arms in defense of the freedom 
for which “Old Glory” stands, but we can all rally around the 
Flag and help to buy the guns, tanks, and planes our fighting 
men must have to win. We can all buy War Bonds and Stamps 
to the limit of our powers . . . one dime out of every dollar 
invested in War Bonds for freedom, for Victory! 


U. S. Treasury Dept. 
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